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V. CIA/White House Communication During Track
II

The testimony given to the Committee by Henry
Kissinger and General Haig conflicts with that giv-
en by CIA officials.

Kissinger and Haig testified that on October 15,
1970, the White House stood down CIA efforts to
promote a military coup d'etat in Chile. Both testi-
fied that after that date they were neither in-
formed of, nor authorized, CIA Track II activities,
including the kidnap plans of General Schneider
and the passage of weapons to the military plot-
ters.

By contrast, CIA officials testified that they operat-
ed before and after October 15 with the knowl-
edge and approval of the White House.

The conflict pertains directly to the period after
October 15, but it bears on the degree of commu-
nication between the White House and the CIA in
the earlier period as well. For instance, Henry
Kissinger testified that he was informed of no coup
plan which began with the abduction of General
Schneider. He was aware of General Viaux's
plan—which he and Karamessines decided on Oc-
tober 15 to try to forestall—but did not know that
it was to begin with Schneider's abduction.

CIA officials, especially Thomas Karamessines,
stated that there was close consultation through-
out Track II between the Agency and the White
House. Karamessines testified that he met with
Kissinger some six to ten times during the five
weeks of Track II (Karamessines testimony, page
66); and that he kept Kissinger generally informed
of developments. (Ibid., page 56) The Committee
has records of two meetings between
Karamessines and Kissinger and of one telephone
conversation between Karamessines and
Kissinger's deputy, General Alexander Haig.
Karamessines' daily calendar indicates that three
other meetings with General Haig took place—but
does not establish with certainty that the topic was
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