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3. There are disadvantages to the program pro-
posed by the study. The approval for implementa-
tion of such a concept would introduce a new di-
mension into cold war methods and would require
a major change in national policy. There is the pos-
sibility of retaliation in the event of discovery.
There is also an obvious political risk associated
with this proposal. Should any credible evidence of
US involvement ever be obtained, the political loss
to the United States would be great. Quite apart
from the propaganda impact of such discovery, the
influence of the United States in international or-
ganizations such as the United Nations and the Or-
ganization of American States would be impaired
seriously.

4. Nevertheless, it is the responsibility of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff to keep the Secretary of Defense
and the President apprised of the capabilities of
the military establishment. The subject study pre-
sents measures which should be considered, and if
found to be acceptable after coordination with ap-
propriate government agencies it would represent
another option for positive actions against the Cas-
tro regime.

5. NSAM 213* dated 8 January 1963, established a
committee to coordinate the management of all
aspects of US policy toward Cuba. The President
looks to the Interdepartmental Coordinating Com-
mittee for Cuban Affairs for the effective coordina-

tion of the execution of policy decisions and for
timely recommendations on new courses of action.
The subject study should be referred to this com-
mittee for the necessary coordination preliminary
to reporting to the President.

Copy

* Enclosure to JCS 2304/1

Lyndon B. Johnson Library
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