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Duc and other Buddhist monks by stating that she
would like to furnish mustard for the monks' bar-
becue. On June 12, Trueheart told Diem that
Quang Duc's suicide had shocked the world and
again warned that the United States would break
with his government if he did not solve the Bud-
dhist problem. (Pentagon Papers, p. 208.)

Lucien Conein, a CIA officer in Saigon,* testified
that the Buddhist uprisings were the catalyst that
ultimately brought down the Diem regime (Conein,
pp. 42-44). These events led the United States to
apply "direct, relentless, and tablehammering pres-
sure on Diem such as the United States has seldom
before attempted with a sovereign friendly gov-
ernment." (Mecklin, p. 169)

By July 4, 1963, Generals Minh, Don, Kim, and
Khiem had agreed on the necessity for a coup.**

In his final meeting on August 14 with Ambassador
Nolting, Diem agreed to make a public statement
offering concessions to the Buddhists. This state-
ment took the form of an interview

* Conein testified that he had known the Generals
involved in the coup
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"for many years. Some of them | had known back
even in World War Il. Some of them were in power-
ful positions, and | was able to talk to them on a
person to person basis, not as a government offi-
cial." (Conein, p.17.)

** Conein's After-Action Report stated that:

"The majority of the officers, including General
Minh, desired President Diem to have honorable
retirement from the political scene in South Viet-
nam and exile. As to Ngo Dinh Nhu and Ngo Dinh
Can, there was never dissention. The attitude was
that their deaths, along with Madame Ngo Dinh
Nhu, would be welcomed." (Conein After-Action
Report, p. 10.)
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