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..despite some criticism of that point from the State Department. He felt that the
economic wealth of the Congo was important to the United States' future, and
that it was equally important that the Congo remain a viable unit. He said that
there was very strong resistance at the State level for political action involvement
in the Congo. Fortunately the Congo operation became one of Allen Dulles' pro-
jects. At the beginning, with the approval of the Special Group, it was agreed that
the CIA would begin to provide financial support for moderate Congolese politi-
cians. By August of 1960, however, Hedgeman and Timberlake were pushing for
instructions that would allow them to pursue a course that would lead to a
change in government. Hedgeman said that those close to Lumumba at that time
were Soviet agents. The way that it was initially pursued was to the building of
personnel assets investing in labor unions to help them with their propaganda, a
lobbying campaign, direct payments to politicians.

The first major effort to rid the Congo of Lumumba came with a plan developed
by Hedgeman to bribe enough members of the Senate in order to induce them to
vote Lumumba out. This plan was to have taken place on the 7th of September,
1960. Hedgeman had arranged that the radio would be denied Lumumba after his
defeat so that he would not be able to go on the radio to try to change the deci-
sion of the Senate. Unfortunately and for reasons Hedgeman does not know to
this day, Mobutu jumped the gun and threw Lumumba out. Lumumba in turn
went...
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