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Mongoose that "you're in a combat situation where
we have been given full command". Secretary of
Defense McNamara confirmed that "we were hys-
terical about Castro at the time of the Bay of Pigs
and thereafter".

Many of the plans that were discussed and often
approved contemplated violent action against Cu-
ba. The operation which resulted in the Bay of Pigs
was a major paramilitary onslaught that had the
approval of the highest government officials, in-
cluding the two Presidents. Thereafter, Attorney
General Kennedy vehemently exhorted the Special
Group Augmented that "a solution to the Cuban
problem today carried top priority ... no time, mon-
ey, effort--or manpower is to be spared."* Subse-
quently, Operation Mongoose involved propagan-
da and sabotage operations aimed toward
spurring a revolt of the Cuban people against Cas-
tro. Measures that were considered by the top poli-
cymakers included incapacitating sugar workers
during harvest season by the use of chemicals;
blowing up bridges and production plants; sabo-
taging merchandise in third countries--even those
allied with the United States--prior to its delivery
to Cuba; and arming insurgents on the island. Pro-
grams undertaken at the urging
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* The Attorney General himself took a personal in-
terest in the recruitment and development of as-
sets within Cuba, on occasion recommending
Cubans to the CIA as possible recruits and meeting
in Washington and Florida with Cuban exiles active
in the covert war against the Castro government.
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