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(Pentagon Papers, p. 214). Lodge suggested a study
to determine the most effective methods of cutting
aid to topple the regime (Pentagon Papers, p. 214).
On September 12, with White House approval, Sen-
ator Church introduced a resolution in the Senate
condemning the South Vietnamese Government
for its repressive handling of the Buddhist problem
and calling for an end to United States aid unless
the oppressive measures were curtailed (Pentagon
Papers, pp. 214-215).

In mid-September 1963, two proposals for dealing
with Diem were considered by the Administration.
The first contemplated increasingly severe pres-
sure to bring Diem in line with American policy;
the second involved acquiescing in Diem's actions,
recognizing that Diem and Nhu were inseparable,
and attempting to salvage as much as possible. It
was decided to adopt the first proposal, and to
send Secretary of Defense McNamara and General
Taylor on a fact-finding mission to Vietnam. (Pen-
tagon Papers, p. 215.)

On October 2, McNamara and Taylor returned to
Washington and presented their findings to the
National Security Council. Their report confirmed
that the military effort was progressing favorably,
but warned of the dangers inherent in the political
turmoil and recommended bringing pressure
against Diem. This pressure would include an-
nouncing the withdrawal of 1,000 American troops
by the end of the year, ending support for the
forces responsible for the pagoda raids, and con-
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tinuing Lodge's policy of remaining aloof from the
regime. The report recommended
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