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TOP SECRET Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy about the op-

eration. These reasons are insufficient. It was inex-
cusable to withhold such information from those
responsible for formulating policy on the unveri-

-28- fied assumption that they might have been circum-
locutiously informed by Dulles, who

was ever made aware of the true nature of the un-

derworld operation, and virtually certain that it NW 50955 Docld:32423539 Page 538
continued into McCone's term without his or the

Administration's knowledge or approval.

On the occasions when Richard Bissell had the op-
portunity to inform his superiors about the assassi-
nation effort against Castro, he either failed to in-
form them or misled them.

Bissell testified that he and Edwards told Dulles
and Cabell about the assassination operation us-
ing underworld figures, but that they did so "cir-
cumlocutiously”, and then only after contact had
been made with the underworld and a price had
been offered for Castro's death.

Bissell further testified that he never raised the is-
sue of assassination with officials of either the
Eisenhower or Kennedy Administration. His reason
was that since he was under Dulles in the chain of
command, he would normally have had no duty to
discuss the matter with the Presidents or other Ad-
ministration officials, and that he assumed that
Dulles would have circumlocutiously spoken with
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