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TOP SECRET plating the assassination of Trujillo had been
known in the State Department at the level of the
-34- Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Af-

fairs, and by senior officials of the CIA, including
the DCI. Yet the memorandum supplied to Under
Secretary Merchant, which

The Committee concludes that the failure clearly

to inform policymakers of the assassination effort

against Castro was grossly improper. The Commit-

tee believes that it should be incumbent upon the NW 50955 Docld:32423539 Page 544

DDP to report such a sensitive operation to his su-

perior, the DCI, no matter how grave his doubts

might be about the possible outcome of the opera-

tion. It follows that the DCI has the same duty to

accurately inform his superiors.

Trujillo

In the Trujillo case there were several instances in
which it appears that policymakers were not given
sufficient information, or were not informed in a
timely fashion.

At a meeting on December 29, 1960, Bissell pre-
sented a plan to the Special Group for supporting
Dominican exile groups and local dissidents, and
stated that the plan would not bring down the
regime without "some decisive stroke against Tru-
jillo himself". At a meeting on January 12, 1961, the
Special Group authorized the passage of "limited
supplies of small arms and other material" to Do-
minican dissidents under certain conditions. At this
time, the fact that the dissidents had been contem-
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