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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Minutes of Special Group Meeting, 30
June 1960

PRESENT: Messrs. Merchant, Gray, Irwin, Gen. Ca-
bell

3. Congo

Gen. Cabell mentioned briefly the fact of the elec-
tion of Joseph Ileo to the Presidency of the Congo
Senate, and the fact that we had assisted him fi-
nancially. He indicated that we in no way intend to
claim full credit for his election but, particularly in
view of the very close contest, we might have had
some effect; and in any case we may have secured
some influence with this potentially useful individ-
ual.

7. Cuba

In an informal conversation after Gen. Cabell's de-

parture, Mr. Gray expressed the opinion that the
U.S. has taken publicly about all that it can afford
to take from the Castro government; that public
opinion both here and abroad is probably begin-
ning to feel that there is no limit as to how far this
country can be pushed around; that this may en-
courage other small countries to take a similar
tack; and that the longer we delay with effective
economic and other action the harder we may
make it for ourselves.

Mr. Merchant and Mr. Irwin agreed, with the stipu-
lation that the United States should not take affir-
mative action until it is prepared to follow through
on a substantial scale.

/s/ Thomas A. Parrott
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