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to those killed in the coup (Conein, 6/20, p. 72).*

Conein was at the Joint General Staff Headquar-
ters during most of the coup (I.G., C, pp. 41-42). At
1:40 p.m., the Generals proposed that Diem resign
immediately, and guaranteed him and Nhu safe
departure (Conein After-Action Report, p. 15). The
palace was surrounded shortly afterwards, and at
4:30 p.m. the Generals announced the coup on the
radio and demanded the resignation of Diem and
Nhu. Diem called Lodge and inquired about the
United States' position. Lodge responded that the
United States did not yet have a view, and ex-
pressed concern for Diem's safety (Pentagon Pa-
pers, p. 221).

According to Conein's report, Minh told Nhu that if
he and Diem did not resign within five minutes, the
palace would be bombed. Minh then phoned
Diem. Diem refused to talk with him and Minh or-
dered the bombing of the palace. Troops moved in
on the palace, but Diem still refused to capitulate.
Minh offered Diem a second chance to surrender
half an hour later, telling him that if he refused he
would be "blasted off of the earth". Shortly before
nightfall an air assault was launched on the Presi-
dential Guard barracks. (Conein After-Action Re-
port, pp. 17-18.)
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At 6:20 on the morning of November 2, Diem
called General

* CIA had apparently considered passing money to
the coup leaders in early October (Colby, 6/20, p.
21). On October 29, Lodge cabled that a request
for funds should be anticipated (Lodge to State,
No. 2040, 10/29/63; and 2063, 10/30/63). Conein re-
ceived the money on October 24, and kept itin a
safe in his house.
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