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Helms and McCone testified that the Presidents
under which they served never asked them to con-
sider assassination.

There was no evidence whatsoever that President
Johnson knew about or authorized any assassina-
tion activity during his Presidency.

3. CIA Officials Involved in the Assassination Oper-
ations Perceived Assassination To Have Been A
Permissible Course of Action

The CIA officials involved in the targeted assassi-
nation attempts testified that they had believed
that their activities had been fully authorized.*

In the case of the Lumumba assassination opera-
tion, Richard Bissell testified that he had no direct
recollection of authorization, but after having re-
viewed the cables and Special Group minutes, tes-
tified that authority must have flowed from Dulles
through him to the subordinate levels in the
Agency.

In the case of the assassination effort against Cas-
tro, Bissell and Sheffield Edwards testified they be-
lieved the operation involving underworld figures
had been authorized by Dulles when they briefed
him shortly after the plot had been initiated.
William Harvey testified he believed that the

* The lower level operatives, such as O'Connell and
the AM/LASH case officers, are not discussed in
this section, since they had clear orders from their
immediate superiors.
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