ETHE g, .
o= kindex

< Scan QR to view this original record online, or visit https:/jfk.kindex.org/s/444823

Title: 157-10014-10178_p128.png
Provenance:

Mr. Dulles said he believed a warrant had been is-
sued for the arrest of Lumumba. Aside from Lu-
mumba, Mobutu appears to be the only man in the
Congo able to act with firmness. A recent attempt
to assassinate Mobutu had failed. Mr. Dulles then
reported that we had attempted to provide Mobu-
tu with funds but that the guards protecting Mobu-
tu had relieved our messenger of the funds. We
cannot get funds to Mobutu because he does not
have complete control over his guards. A new de-
velopment has been Mobutu's creation of a coun-
cil of advisers, most of whom are graduate stu-
dents. The old ministers have been turned out of
office and their offices have been taken over for
the council, which is intended to carry on for a
temporary period. Mr. Dulles reported that the
USSR had suffered a severe blow to its prestige in
the Congo. However, he had been surprised at the
ease with which the Soviets were forced out of the
Congo. He believed that the Soviet diplomats, after
departing from the Congo, went to Accra but he
did not know whether they had moved on toward
the USSR. Mr. Gray asked whether the Soviets were
really quitting the Congo. Secretary Dillon said the
Soviet press has not yet admitted that the Soviets
have quit the Congo. Mr. Dulles said the Soviet
diplomats indicated to the press before leaving
that they would be back. Secretary Dillon believed
it was clear that the Soviets had not given up in the
Congo. Mr. Dulles reported that the Soviet diplo-
mats left the Congo so hurriedly that the Soviet
markings which they painted over the Congo
markings on their planes were still wet when they
left. Mr. Dulles said the Soviet ships off the African
coast were apparently awaiting a clarification of
the situation. Mobutu appeared to be the effective
power in the Congo for the moment but Lumumba
was not yet disposed of and remained a grave dan-
ger as long as he was not disposed of.
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Mr. Dulles observed that the situation in Laos was
still confusing and that little progress had been
made toward the settlement of the crisis during
the past week. The threatening situation in Sam
Neua Province, however, had been quieted as a re-
sult of the dispatch of Laotian parachute troops to
that area. The situation remains troublesome be-
cause Pathet Lao and Viet Minh forces could inter-
vene at any time. The problem of the conflicting
governments in Laos is no nearer a settlement. The
King has requested that General Ouanne and Gen-
eral Phoumi call upon him. A skirmish between
Phoumi's forces and Vientiane forces has been re-
ported at Pak Sane, but little bloodshed resulted.
Apparently, Phoumi has adopted tactics of carry-
ing on a war of nerves against Vientiane. There has
been firing across the Mekong River into the city
and Phoumi apparently intends to starve out the
government. Meanwhile,
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