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CONFIDENTIAL

Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT

TO : Executive for Administration and Management
DATE: SEP 15 1949

FROM : Assistant Director for Operations

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Promotion of Mr.
William Patrick Burke, Jr.

1. It is requested that the attached recommenda-
tion for promotion of Mr. William P. Burke, Jr. from
P-7 to P-8 be approved even though Mr. Burke has
not served the required time limits as established
in Paragraph 6 of Administrative Instruction No.
20-1. This recommendation is based upon the fact
he has served in his present capacity as Acting
Chief, New Orleans Office, CO/C, for approximately
one year and his performance of duty has been
outstanding.

2. Mr. Burke entered on duty as Acting Chief, New
Orleans Office, CO/C, on 9 September 1947 in
which capacity he is still serving. The position of

Chief, New Orleans Office, has been allocated as a
P-8.

3. Subsequent to assuming his duties as Acting
Chief of the New Orleans Office, Mr. Burke dis-
played great initiative and unusual ability in plan-
ning his organization and without any loss of time,
placed it on a highly productive basis. Mr. Burke
has not overlooked any possible sources of intelli-
gence within this area, and is submitting extremely
valuable reports, particularly those that pertain to
Latin America. In addition, Mr. Burke's office has
produced comprehensive reports on the intelli-
gence potentialities of Houston, Texas and Tulsa,
Oklahoma, convincing this office that field offices
in both localities will be justified.

4. Mr. Burke's accomplishments as Acting Chief,
New Orleans Office have been outstanding. Due to
his unusual leadership the morale of his office per-
sonnel has been maintained at a high level, de-
spite heavy working conditions.

5. Mr. Burke received an A.B. degree from Loyola
University, New Orleans, in 1929 and LL.B degrees
from Harvard Law School and Tulane University in
1923 and 1925 respectively. In addition, he spent
one year of study at Cambridge University, Eng-
land. Upon graduation from law school, he be-
came affiliated with various prominent law firms in
New Orleans, and in 1937 established his own firm
which he operated on a successful level until his
entry into the military service during World War II.
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6. Mr. Burke has an outstanding military record,
having served approximately three years in the U.
S. Marine Corps during World War II, and being
honorably released from duty with the rank of Ma-
jor.
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